
Pertussis, or whooping cough, is a highly contagious 
bacterial respiratory infection that causes severe 
coughing fits.  It can affect people of all ages, but is most 
severe in infants and toddlers.  For adults, it presents as 
a mild cold or cough, but in young children the hacking 
cough can be so severe that they are unable to breathe.  
It can last for weeks or months, putting the patient’s 
respiratory integrity in jeopardy. Pertussis is easily 
prevented with a vaccine.
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