
LUNG SOUNDS

ABNORMAL LUNG SOUNDS

CRACKLES

Fine, popping 

noise. Usually 

caused by 

alveoli.

RHONCHI

Harsh gurgling. 

or sputum in 

small airways.

WHEEZING

High-pitched 

whistling on 

inspiration or 

expiration. Indicates 

narrowing of air 

passages due to 

sputum, 

bronchoconstriction.

STRIDOR

Loud, 

high-pitched, 

musical sound on 

inspiration. 

Indicates closing 

of larger airways - 

medical 

emergency!

Tracheal:

Harsh, hollow

Bronchovesicular:

Low-pitched, hollow

Anterior & Posterior

Vesicular:

Low-pitched, blowing.

Anterior & Posterior

Bronchial:

High-pitched, loud,

hollow

NURSING.com - "Tools and Confidence to Succeed in Nursing School." 
©2024 TazKai LLC | NURSING.com - Reproduction Strictly Prohibited
Disclaimer information at NURSING.com


